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History of TAI

· TAI established in 1995

· The Rural Women’s Project 

· 8 groups - Appelsbosch 

· 8 groups - Underberg area

· 1 support group for HIV+ women

· Income generation, HIV prevention and care 

· Women unable to implement personal decisions about condom use

· Beaten

· Suspected of cheating

· Affront to male partners masculinity

· Men were the missing link – decision to work with men

HIV & Gender

Sub-Saharan Africa: 
29.4 million (adults & children)

Number of Women:
58%

WOMEN & RISK

· Biological

· Social, Political & Cultural

· Economic

· Early sexual debut

· Older sexual partners

· Forced sex and rape 

MEN & RISK

· Patriarchy/culture

· Multiple partners

· Wet dreams

· Stardom/Celebrity

· Perception of risk 

Working With Men

SHOSHOLOZA AIDS PROJECT (1998)

· Men in soccer teams (SAFA)

· Between 15 and 18 years

· Currently 6 established groups and 5 new ones

RATIONALE

· SAFA - formalized structure

· Role models

· At risk as 

· Youth

· Celebrity

· In rural and urban areas

· Has large following

INKUNZI ISEMATHOLENI

· Young men playing soccer

· Younger (11-15 years)

· 20 schools in KZN (Rural and Urban)

RATIONALE

· Schools provide infrastructure

· Support

· Regular attendance

· Communication

· Sexual debut (13-15 years)

TAI’S Strategy

TRAINING

· Knowledge about STI/HIV/AIDS

· Communication skills

· Skills building

· Motivation 

· Negotiation skills

· Personalizing the risk of infection

PEER EDUCATOR GROUPS

· Strength in numbers

· Event organisation

· Competitions against other groups

MONITORING AND SUPPORT 

· Monthly

· Focus group discussions

· Debates

· Music, poetry and competition

· Preventative counselling

OTHER STRATEGIES

· Sharing books (Caring)

· Vegetable garden project

· Quilts / Message Development

· Luleka project

· Newsletter

Research Results

PREVENTATIVE COUNSELLING

· Questionnaires – Sexually & Not Sexually Active  

· Examples of questions 

· One on one interviews

· 173 participants

· 5 regions (rural and urban)

· Zululand (Rural) 

· Greytown (Matimatolo)

· Mpumuza (Urban)

· Nottingham Road (Urban & Rural)

· Dannhauser (Rural)

LIMITATIONS

· “Spoilt” papers

· Learners who hadn’t been trained (enthusiasm)

RESULTS

NOTES : ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Focus Group Discussions

· Refresher Course

· Topics

· Sexuality (masculinity and femininity)

· Violence in our communities

· Parental influence

· Caring

· Feelings

· Social and Environmental Factors

· Excerpts

Message Development

· Quilts (Materials)

· Topics

· Excerpts

Conclusion

MEN IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HIV

· Definite Role

· Decision makers

· Affect change

· Gender sensitivity

· Caring

· HIV+ Men

· Lack of support (Marginalized)

· Clinics

· Recognition of needs

· HIV is a “women’s disease”

Thank You!
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