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Chairperson, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends, 
The goal of realizing human rights is fundamental to the global fight against AIDS. And in a world facing a terrible epidemic - one that has already spread further, faster and to more devastating effect than any other in human history - winning the fight against AIDS is a precondition for achieving rights worth enjoying. 
Therefore, collectively, we face two imperatives. One is to ensure the pursuit of human rights is integrated across all AIDS programming. The other is to ensure that national and global human rights instruments and organisations are vigorous in their action on behalf of people living with AIDS and those affected by HIV. We must use an AIDS-lens to scrutinise the realisation of human rights, and use these rights as a platform to increase the effectiveness of AIDS-responses. 
I am delighted to note substantial progress on both these imperatives, in Government action on all continents, in continuing collaborations with non-governmental organisations, and globally. 
Today I wish to emphasize two key messages: first, the application of specific rights to a world with AIDS; and second, progress in national action and accountability for realization of these rights. 
For many years, it has been orthodox to assert that human rights are central to the fight against AIDS. That perspective was made explicit in the Declaration of Commitment on AIDS, adopted unanimously by the member states of the United Nations at the General Assembly Special Session on AIDS in June 2001. But today, people living with AIDS and the communities around the world that are struggling under the burden of the epidemic continue to face stigma and discrimination; frank and effective AIDS education programs are still censored; property and other rights are still denied to women, making them vulnerable to AIDS; and children with AIDS still find themselves thrown out of schools. 
To realize rights, we need to get specific about which rights, and how to hold states accountable for their protection. Let me draw attention to three rights, in particular, that are currently being used in the fight against AIDS: the rights of the child, the right to health, and the right to freedom of opinion. 
When the Committee on the Rights of the Child issued its General Comment on HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the Child just two months ago, it made history. It was the first ever General Comment on AIDS issued by a Treaty monitoring mechanism. That General Comment identifies good practices for States, and in particular that they expressly prohibit discrimination against children on the basis of real or perceived HIV status, and to protect their privacy. 
The General Comment means that the response to AIDS in relation to children is now part of formal international law, with all that implies in terms of monitoring and accountability. It is a vital tool to assist the Committee in monitoring HIV-related rights. States have been specifically asked to report on the HIV-related measures they have put in place to protect children. 
Not surprisingly, the right to health is also a central instrument in relation to the realization of HIV-related rights. The aspect that has gained most recent attention is the right to access to treatment. The gaping global divide between those people who have access to life-saving treatment and those denied it is ethically unsustainable. The global coalition that has massed in recent years to overcome that divide is something of which we can all be proud. 
Among the keys to creating a more just world have been the legislative guarantees of universal access to antiretroviral treatment - as pioneered in Latin and Central America in the 1990s. As the UN Secretary-General's report to this meeting demonstrates, this Commission's Resolutions on the right to treatment access have made a difference, with free access becoming a reality in an increasing number of countries - but it remains the exception not the rule. Today, only 300,000 people with AIDS in the developing world are using antiretroviral treatment - five percent of the nearly-six million whose lives would be saved by this treatment. And in sub-Saharan Africa, this treatment gets to less than one per cent of those who need it. So realizing the right to health, both in treatment access and much wider, is a vital concern for those living with and affected by HIV. I therefore particularly welcome the appointment of a rapporteur on the right to health - Mr. Paul Hunt. 
To take a third example of a specific right that needs to be realized in the context of AIDS: the right to freedom of opinion. The Special Rapporteur, Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo, has affirmed that this right, with all it implies about access to information and to community voice, is a sine qua non condition of effective education and information campaigns to prevent AIDS. 
Mr Ligabo's report draws attention to the multiple ways in which freedom of opinion underpins AIDS work, including: 
· ensuring socially-excluded groups are encompassed by awareness campaigns; 
· that school curricula address AIDS, 
· that communities can learn from one another; and 
· that there are specific programmes for indigenous people, refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants. 
To turn to my second major theme, we need to forge ahead in scaling up action - and attendant accountability - at national level. National accountability for the realization of rights needs to be strengthened three ways: one, legislatively, two, by building community capacities, and three, by providing specific support to People Living with AIDS. 
Experience has shown that AIDS must be treated explicitly in national anti-discrimination laws. One exemplary case is that of Cambodia, where the AIDS Law passed in 2002 outlaws discrimination based on HIV status. Such laws must be coupled with the implementation of strategies addressing rights of vulnerable groups. 
Along with a suitable legislative environment, the capacity of communities to respond direct to AIDS is vital. In almost every case where we can point to sustained and effective action to roll the epidemic back, communities have been in the driving seat. In particular, organisations representing and supporting people living with HIV have proved invaluable - but in many countries, they are in desperate need of strengthening. UNAIDS, both Secretariat and our eight Cosponsoring organisations, have therefore made a particular priority of assisting organisations of people living with HIV both by seeding support and through creating an ongoing dialogue with national AIDS programmes. 
Mechanisms specifically supporting People living with AIDS to realise their rights are the necessary adjunct to overall legal frameworks - such as through legal aid systems; legal services specializing in HIV/AIDS casework and enforcement by National Human Rights Institutions of HIV-related rights. For example, the Mexico National Human Rights Commission addreses treatment access, the training of medical staff in human rights and deals with complaints related to denial of services and benefits. In Fiji, the Human Rights Commission advocated against a proposal to introduce compulsory HIV testing in Fiji, noting that mandatory testing is a discredited strategy on both human rights and public health grounds. 
These are equally issues to be dealt with inside the United Nations. UNAIDS has therefore been taking the lead on ensuring that AIDS is treated properly across the whole United Nations workforce, starting with good information to staff and their families, but also including the application of appropriate non-discriminatory policies. Comprehensive UN workplace policy on AIDS, in existence since 1991, has not been consistently applied. An accountability tool to review its application is being developed by UNAIDS Cosponsor the International Labour Organization, and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has drawn attention to AIDS within the UN workplace as a key element of his second stage UN reform agenda. 
Chairperson, delegates, 
Let me conclude by underscoring the global-level cooperation that is crucial to the realisation of HIV-related rights. UNAIDS, itself a Cosponsored programme that brings common focus on AIDS to the work of eight UN system organisations, is committed to furthering that cooperation. It is sustained through the collaboration between the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and UNAIDS - most recently by updating the International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and human rights to specifically address access to treatment. 
Overcoming the global HIV epidemic is a compelling case for global solidarity. AIDS is everywhere, and one of our foremost weapons in defeating it is to ensure that human rights, too, are a reality everywhere. 
Thank you. 
