MMP and SAfm present radio conference on the media and child abuse
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The Media Monitoring Project (MMP), Save the Children Sweden and SAfm have announced the broadcast of South Africa’s first ever ‘radio conference’ on the media’s role in covering child abuse. Taking place on Sunday, 27 November and Sunday, 4 December, between 10:00 and 11:00 on MEDIA@SAfm, the conference coincides with the 16 Days of Activism Campaign. 

"The media play a critical role in raising issues against child abuse and gender based violence. This role becomes even more pronounced during the 16 Days of Activism Campaign," says William Bird, director, Media Monitoring Project. "In telling the stories of abuse it is imperative that journalists report in a manner that will not further violate the child’s rights." 

Hosted by Jeremy Maggs, MEDIA@SAfm presenter, the conference will feature a panel of local and international media and children’s rights experts who will contextualise the representation of children and abused children in the media and unpack the South African complaints process. Each conference session will be followed by a roundtable discussion allowing for listener interaction. 

"As South Africa’s news and information leader, SAfm is excited to be part of South Africa’s first ever radio conference. As a public broadcast station, SAfm fulfils an important role in educating and informing people on matters important to nation-building. Our national footprint and a targeted programme, MEDIA@SAfm, aimed at the communications industry and the issues surrounding it, makes us the perfect radio partner for this conference," says Tshebo Mokoena, marketing manager, SAfm. 

The conference keynote address will be delivered by Cheryl Gillwald, Deputy Minister of Correctional Services. Other key participants include: 

· Shirley Mabusela, former South African Human Rights Commissioner and contributor to the development of the children’s rights clauses in the South African Constitution; 

· Prof. Jenny Kizinger of Cardiff University School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies -- author and leading expert on media’s role in reporting on child abuse and sexual violence against women; 

· Adv. Retha Meintjes, president of the South African Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC) and advocate with the National Prosecutions Authority; 

· Ed Linington, South African Press Ombudsman 

· Prof. Kobus van Rooyen, chair of the Broadcasting Complaints Commission of South Africa (BCCSA)

"This conference is not only important for journalists and media practitioners: if we as a nation want to put an end to child abuse, it is important for all South Africans to be aware of the child’s rights and the issues in reporting on it," concludes Bird. 

About the MMP:
The Media Monitoring Project is an independent Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that has been monitoring the South African media since 1993, aiming to promote the development of a free, fair, ethical and critical media culture in South Africa and the rest of the continent. 

For more information contact:
William Bird
Director: MMP
Tel: +27 (0) 11 788 1278
Fax: +27 (0) 11 788 1289
E-mail: william@mediamonitoring.org.za
==================================================

MEDIA @ SAfm  

 Jeremy Maggs presents SAfm's weekly look at all media matters -- advertising, marketing, PR and branding. MEDIA @ SAfm is one of the benchmark media programmes in the world -- hardly surprising considering the many international awards South African agencies win each year. MEDIA @ SAfm reports the awards, discusses the trends and the philosophies, and debates the broader issues facing the industry, including transformation. 

The new and improved, longer Media programme each Sunday now also includes The Editors, the most authoritative survey of the latest news coverage, by some of the country's top journalists.
Broadcast: Sundays 09:00 - 12:00

Producer: Onke Zembe  

Look Ahead  This Sunday on MEDIA
	09:00
Newspaper Review with Charles Leonard -– assistant editor, Drum Magazine 

Audit Bureau of Circulations adopts new rules -- Charles Beiles, audit manager, ABC 

First Investigative Journalism Conference will draw top reporters -- David Fanning, executive producer, Frontline 

Think Ahead Awards 

10:00
Media and Minors Coference 

· Keynote Address -- Cheryl Gillwald -– Dep. Min. of Correctional Services 

· International Context -- Prof. Jenny Kitzinger, School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, Cardiff U. 

· African Context -- Kingsley Obom-Egbulem, director of programmes, Youth Media and Communications 

· Nadia Bulbulia, ICASA councillor for child rights, and media acitivist

11:00
Levis unzips for HIV/Aids (Brands and Social Responsibility Projects) -- Mike Leslie, Levi’s® Original Music label manager 

Simba Dippas Ad Campaign -- Jonathan Parkinson, director, Fresh Eye Film Productions, 

Broadcast date: 2005-11-27


Links
www.cunninghamthompson.com
AN INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN PRESS CORPS? A key consideration for African media pros is the share and quality of coverage that Africa receives in the international media. For several reasons, including the adverse impact this has on foreign investment, this issue remains an ongoing concern for African governments, organisations and international businesses operating in Africa. 

Advanced information and communication technologies can strengthen the role of the African media in today’s global society, though the quality and quantity of international media coverage of African affairs remains a central issue. 

