Faith Organisations in HIV/AIDS Partnership (FOHAP)

Provincial Consultative Meetings:

July – September 2002.

Faith in Action – A United Response to HIV/AIDS National Indaba 

Conference Resolutions

A National Faith Based Indaba was held on 5 to 6 March 2002 in Durban. At this Indaba the faith-based sector committed itself to strengthening the response to HIV/AIDS. The faith-based sector clustered per province and commitments were pledged.

A National Faith Task Team consisting of representatives of all nine provinces was constituted at the conference. This committee will fulfil a co-ordination and networking role. In addition, the committee will impetus to the faith-based sector’s participation in the National HIV/AIDS/STI/TB strategy.

The National Faith Based Task Team will liaise and be supported by the Government AIDS Action Plan Programme (GAAP), a directorate within the Chief Directorate HIV/AIDS/STI/TB while simultaneously ensuring that provincial initiatives are supported and guided.

National Task Team meetings will be co-ordinated by the GAAP programme to ensure that support and guidance are managed in a structured manner. These meetings will be reinforced by provincial support and visits. The first National Faith Based Task Team took place on 12 April 2002.

National Indaba Goal 
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To establish a National Interfaith Task Team to co-ordinate and facilitate HIV/AIDS activities across faiths;

National Indaba Objectives
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To critically reflect on the current responses of the faith-based sector to HIV/AIDS, and explore the key challenges facing this sector in its HIV/AIDS initiatives.
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To provide a platform for the sharing of ideas and experiences in this sector, in order to assist participants in their future HIV/AIDS planning.
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To facilitate networking and collaboration across faiths, and between this sector and broader HIV/AIDS initiatives.

Provincial Commitments:

Each province then presented a pledge of support for ongoing HIV/AIDS action, as follows:

Northern Cape:

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to fight HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis and win. 

In order to achieve this, we will over the next six months, create five (5) regional structures. Within these regions we will develop three (3) voluntary counselling and testing (VCT) sites.

To help us achieve this we will work with:
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The Department of Health
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South African Council of Churches
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Department of Social Development
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District Councils

Mpumalanga:

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to love and compassionate care. Promote HIV prevention and acknowledge we are a global community. To deplore the sin of intolerance and to challenge our society to be committed to action.

In order to achieve this we will, over the next six months, establish three (3) networking committees of all faiths.

To help us achieve this we will work with:
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The Department of Health and other government departments
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NGO’s

[image: image11.png]



Provincial AIDS Council
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All faiths

Western Cape:

As religious leaders and representatives of Faith-Based Organisations we commit ourselves to strengthen existing structures and liaise with each other. Work closely with the Department of Health and NGO’s dealing with HIV/AIDS. 


In order to achieve this we will, over the next six months, report back to all Faith-Based Organisations, which were not present at the Indaba. A year plan will be forwarded to all representatives by the 25 April 2002 at a FACT meeting.

To help us achieve this, we will work with: 
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FACT (Faith Based Counselling and Training)

Eastern Cape:

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to unite and implement HIV/AIDS strategies that we learnt at this indaba. 

In order to achieve this, we will, over the next six months, call a provincial meeting to discuss the way forward. This meeting will include rural and urban areas. The previous task team will be invited to this meeting. We will establish a provincial forum and give feedback to all Faith-Based Organisations not present at the Indaba. 

To help us achieve this, we will work with: 
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Various Provincial and National Government Departments
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All Faith-Based Organisations
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Private Sector
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Women and Youth groups
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HIV/AIDS NGO’s 

Limpopo

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to be role models in serving our communities. 

In order to achieve this, we will, over the next six months, report back the outcome of the Indaba. Develop a provincial forum and have faith-based workshops. Develop district forums and conduct a situational analysis. 

To help us achieve this, we will work with: 
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All stakeholders (NGO’s, CBO’s, FBO’s and the private sector)
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Department of Health
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All other government departments

Gauteng

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to consult broadly, share ideas on interfaith initiatives pertaining to HIV/AIDS and work together to achieve joint effective programmes.

In order to achieve this, we will over the next six months, coordinate joint discussions with all key role players and formulate a framework to achieve our objectives.

To help us achieve us, we will work with:
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Each other intersectorally as FBO’s and with local, provincial and national government and NGO’s are to ensure the realisation of our objective.

Kwazulu-Natal:

As religious leaders we commit ourselves to hold a provincial consultative workshop. 

In order to achieve this, we will over the next six months, develop a plan of action. The plan of action will be completed by 31 May 2002.

To help us achieve us, we will work with:
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All relevant stakeholders, government departments and community based organisations.

North West:

As religious leaders/organisations, we commit ourselves to ensuring that we play an active and positive role in educating and informing the community in the province, both individually and collectively. 

In order to achieve this, we will, over the next six months:
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Co-ordinate a meeting with the working committee
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Co-ordinate a meeting with the relevant stakeholders
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Schedule/facilitate a meeting with regions/districts to casual information obtained and subsequently available to us

To help us to achieve this, we will work on the:
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Provincial Departments – Especially the Departments of Health and Social Welfare
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CBO’s/NGO’s; Schools and other reliable organisations

[image: image29.png]



Other government and para-statal institutions

Vision Is:

What is a common vision/message which could guide all faiths in their HIV/AIDS response in the following areas:

FBO’s agreed on a vision statement for the following areas:
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Care – to provide holistic care that is loving, compassionate and non-judgemental. To ensure at all time the infected and affected are treated with respect and total understanding of their ethic, spiritual and cultural backgrounds throughout their life journey.
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Leadership – The faith-based leadership should provide a committed, open-minded and sincere direction on HIV/AIDS with a clear, common and informed message.
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Counselling – To provide people with options to make choices and help provide healing, alleviate pain, live positively and deal with psychosocial, emotional and spiritual effects of HIV/AIDS.

[image: image33.png]



Death and Dying – Provide a holistic approach in preparing the infected/affected person and their families in coping with a crisis and death. To bury/cremate without any discrimination or stigmatisation.
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Prevention – We envisage an HIV/AIDS –free South Africa whereby all communities will work together to create a healthy and conducive environment through education and awareness.
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Pastoral Care -  To uphold the dignity and enhance the spiritual, physical and emotional quality of life of all affect and infected by HIV/AIDS.

Strengthening Our Responses:

Pastoral Care:
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HIV/AIDS Training provided to pastors
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To involved pastors in HIV/AIDS programmes
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To provide pastoral counselling to the dying
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Utilise community base programmes to provide pastoral counselling
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To encourage involvement at local level
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Field workers should have religious leaders in their programmes
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Discourage stigmatisations through seminars
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Encourage to break the silence of HIV/AIDS by involving persons living with HIV/AIDS in our programmes.
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Orrganise pastoral teams that will do home visits
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Provide spiritual, physical and emotional support to those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.
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Motivate that GOD still loves them and provide food parcels
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Material and financial support to families
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In every ceremony provide an aspect of HIV/AIDS

Prevention:
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Undertake awareness campaigns in the community
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Provide youth from pulpit

[image: image51.png]



Invite guest speakers to services
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Provide information about prevention services
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We should have a well-co-ordinated and integrated prevention strategy for the community
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Awareness and training campaigns for the FBO’s 
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To ensure that voluntary testing is encouraged in the faith-based sector
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Form network committees to involve all religious sectors
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Education and awareness campaigns in the church
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Sexuality, STI and reproductive workshops aimed at the youth
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Identify FBO’s in our specific community with the aim to develop a prevention strategy aimed at pre-schools
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Initiate a stakeholder forum to co-ordinate HIV/AIDS activities in the community
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Develop capacity building programmes aimed at formal and informal techniques
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HIV/AIDS awareness should take in and strengthen existing youth programmes by using resources that ‘talk’ to the youth in order to make them understand all options within the choices they make, hopefully leading to behaviour change.
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Establish and implement community programmes that promote negative HIV status
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Establish support structures for both negative and positive individuals and their families

Death and Dying
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To prepare infected persons to accept death
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Develop support group
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To engage with funeral undertakers for low cost funerals

[image: image68.png]



Provide pre- and post- counselling
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Provide support where needed
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Train lay-ministers for the death and dying
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Strengthen volunteer programmes
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Develop partnership with the business sector in order to support
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Develop support group for the bereaved in order to empower them with coping skills
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To facilitate the holistic management of death and dying for the individual families and communities

Counselling
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Develop support groups
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Initiate economic empowerment programmes
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To offer accessible user-friendly counselling services in churches and ensure confidentiality
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Provide VCT services which are accessible to communities
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Cluster faiths/religions in order to utilise resources for counselling
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Provide counselling training that will cover pre- and post- counselling as well as bereavement counselling
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Provide relevant counselling training

[image: image82.png]



Identify skilled people to counsel the death and dying (e.g. Nurses)
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Develop home-based care programmes
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Provide counselling training for religious leaders
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Provide counselling rooms at churches
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To establish a local counselling directory

Leadership
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To create forums (fraternal) where leaders can come together to share resources and experiences on HIV/AIDS
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To motivate the leadership to change their negative attitudes and beliefs towards the use of medication
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To form an HIV/AIDS co-ordinating committee with an innovative person
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To be able to fundraise for HIV/AIDS programmes
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Leaders to develop achievable and time-bound objectives
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To encourage the leadership to motivate the followers to participate in HIV/AIDS programmes
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Through the Interfaith AIDS Forum, provide information and education on HIV/AIDS, as well as encourage leaders to be proactive spiritually within their communities
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To inculcate the spirit of commitment and teamwork amongst faith based leaders

Care
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Committees should consist of mature individuals to ensure confidentiality

[image: image96.png]



Identify school drop-outs and support families

National Faith Based Task Team Members

	NAME


	PROVINCE 
	TELEPHONE 
	FACSIMILE

	Rev Jabulani Mnculwane
	Free State 
	053 6230510

083 4773608
	058 6223525

	Mr Jay Tulsee


	North West 
	082 8033782
	018 381 3699

	Rev William Mvambo


	North West 
	018 3873483
	018 3873729

	Rev Ramosa 


	North West 
	083 7700878
	018 3897326

	Rev Johannes Heath
	Gauteng
	011 8371523

084 4371523
	011 8371523

	Ms Soraya Nawab 


	Gauteng
	011 3738080
	011 3738099

	Dean AE Randitsheni 
	Limpopo
	015 9622423

084 3220298
	015 9624150

	Rev Mcotheli


	Eastern Cape
	082 251 1612
	043 7226778

	Rev Thami Nobula


	Western Cape
	021 3850031

082 7383200
	021 5114501

	Ms Linda Walters
	Western Cape
	083 3399213

021 6868101
	021 6893023

	Rev Sbu Sangweni 


	Kwazulu Natal
	031 5033410
	031 5033410

	Rev Petrus Mdaka 


	Mpumalanga
	083 4471524/7
	013 7528440

	Rev Kgosiemang Modise


	Northern Cape
	053 7123035
	053 7123065


