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ETHNOGRAPHY IN ACTION: THEORY AND PRACTICE

Sponsored by a five year training and research grant from the National Institutes for Health (NIH), USA, and in partnership with the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University, HIVAN has scheduled the second in a series of annual training courses on Ethnographic research methods in the Social Sciences for August 2004. The course will deal with current conceptual debates and methodological issues in Ethnography, the relationship of Ethnography to other research methods, and will have a specific focus on using and developing Ethnography in HIV/AIDS research in southern Africa.

Target Audience

 The course has been designed for:

1) Graduates in the social and bio-medical sciences who wish too widen their skills in qualitative research and/or who are embarking on post graduate studies or research programmes for which it would be advantageous to use Ethnographic methods. 

2) Practitioners working in the HIV field who consider that their understanding of the epidemic and their practice will be enhanced by an ability to undertake appropriate in-service research and, in particular, to incorporate a sensitivity to community responses to the fast changing trajectories of HIV and AIDS in their work. Ethnography provides a potent tool for such endeavours

What is Ethnography?

Ethnography is a systematic approach to the study of communities that is true to their experiences and unique processes for dealing with the complexities of the world. Because Ethnographers often work in close partnership with communities in community settings, ethnography is an especially powerful mechanism for investigating categories of people who are stigmatised and have little formal social power. This characterises the position of many women and those people currently infected and affected by the HIV/AIDS in South Africa. Intimate knowledge of the community and its resources swiftly translates knowledge and insight into actions that contribute to a community’s innate processes for responding to crises and mobilising both human and other resources.

Ethnography as a disciplinary perspective can and does stand on it own – witness its predominance in Social and Cultural Anthropology, where it is the defining feature of much of the most highly acclaimed work in the discipline. Much of the research in which HIVAN is currently engaged is of this nature and the senior researchers working with and for HIVAN are skilled in its use in the South Africa situation. Our partners from Columbia University are equally committed and experienced in Ethnography and they will contribute an international perspective to the course.

For the reasons outlined above, Ethnography is also ideally suited to achieving the goals of formative research. Its methods basically work to reveal, “the way things are”, making it possible to then develop the kinds of research questions required for other forms of social science and behavioural science research. In other words, Ethnographic research establishes the grounds for validity and relevance for a wide spectrum of future research activities. Protocols using this approach are typically flexible and designed to be responsive to what occurs on a day-to-day basis. The rigor is not in holding firmly to a particular controlled intervention but in being “there” regularly, returning again and again to the same place, the same relationships, the same activities and getting to know them intimately. The objective is to be responsive to, and to work with communities in a participative and holistic manner. In situations of rapid change and crisis (such as the HIV epidemic) where sensitivity is high, Ethnography is often the research method that can best grasp and reveal the complexity and minutiae of both major and minor shifts in attitude and behaviour – or the failure to welcome change.

COURSE DETAILS 2003

Date:

Monday 2nd – Friday 20th  August 2004

Venue:
Sica’s Guest House, 19 Owen Ave, Westridge, Durban

Deadline for Applications: 24 June 2004

Course Components

The course will be residential in nature and will extend over two weeks, with sessions devoted to understanding global perspectives and debates in Ethnography, accompanied by practical ‘hands on’ training in its field techniques. Participants will design an Ethnographically focused research project which may be carried out subsequently, either in their place of work or as part of HIVAN’s research agenda in KwaZulu-Natal. In selected cases, this research will be mentored for a period of between one and twelve months and the participants will be encouraged to publish their findings as part of HIVAN’s contribution to knowledge in the Social Sciences and to the understanding of the HIV epidemic. Some of the course participants who have been mentored in longer-term projects will assist in the running of subsequent annual Ethnographic training courses, thus building a highly skilled cadre of South African Ethnographers.

Ground Rules for Participation

Participants will be expected to devote themselves full-time to the course. Please will people who cannot commit to the full 3 weeks of their time not apply for a place. All participants must anticipate completing exercises and reading in the evenings and over the weekend. An extensive pack of reading material both in Ethnography in general, and on its applicability to working in the health sector, will be provided in advance and will be drawn upon in both formal tuition and in experiential practice. Preliminary reading in social science research and ethics will be required of participants who do not have a degree or who do not possess this background. Some basic texts and articles dealing with HIV/AIDS will also be recommended reading.

Requirements for Admission

1. A basic degree, with preference given to applicants with a higher degree or diploma in the Social Sciences, Humanities or related Bio-medical and Scientific arenas. This should include the basics of scientific enquiry and research methodology. Knowledge of HIV/AIDS issues and debates will be an advantage, but is not essential; 

Or

2. Extensive HIV/AIDS related work experience in the Non-Government, Community-based, Private or Public sectors and a work-base in which the undertaking and application of research is welcome.

Costs Involved

The tuition fees and most of the associated costs of the course are covered by the NIH grant. Participants will, however, be expected to contribute towards the costs involved in excursions, field trips and conference facilities which includes a daily lunch and two teas.

We, unfortunately, cannot contribute towards any travel costs incurred in travel to Durban or to Sica’s Guest House.

Contributions:

Non-residential (local) participants: R2000

Residential participants: R5500

Further Particulars

1. It is essential that the employers of participants are able and willing to allow their employees to be away from work for the full duration of the course. Ideally, they should also allow participants time to cover the reading for the course before formal tuition begins and, if appropriate, make it possible for them to put their research project into practice in their organisation after the course.

2. Participants will themselves have to accept the ground rules for the course as outlined above.

3. Final dates for submission of applications to participate: 24 June 2004

4. Selection will be completed by mid June end of after which time applicants will be notified as to whether or not they have been successful and materials for the course will be sent out.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT:

Mr / Ms / Dr / Prof / Rev (tick whichever is appropriate)

First Name: 



 Last Name: 




ID Number: 










Employer: 










Job Title: 











Address: 











Tel: (
) 



Cell: 






Email: 











I 





 hereby submit my application to participate in the HIVAN Ethnographic Research Methods Course 2004.

Provide a brief motivation as to why you believe you would benefit from this course:

Please attach full Curriculum Vita together with this application form.
I, the applicant, 



 have read, understand and agree to the ground rules for the course entitled Ethnography in Action: Theory and Practice. Further, I agree to participate fully in the course.

Signature:

Applicant







Date

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT’S EMPLOYER:

Organisation Name: 








Contact Person:

 








Job Title:









Contact Tel Number:







We would like to nominate 




 (applicant’s name) for participation in the HIVAN Ethnographic Research Methods Course 2003.

Our reasons are:

I, the employer, 




 have read, understand and agree to the ground rules for the course entitled Ethnography in Action: Theory and Practice.

Signature:

Employer





Date

IN ORDER FOR US TO ENSURE THAT EVERYONE’S NEEDS ARE MET, PLEASE COULD ALL ATTENDING THE COURSE FILL OUT THIS FORM:

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name:








Contact person in event of emergency: 






Contact number of above person: 







1. Dietary preferences:

Please indicate whether you require vegetarian meals to be prepared for you or any other dietary requirements or food allergies that we should be aware of.

2. Allergies/Medical conditions:

Please indicate any allergies or medical conditions that you feel we should be aware of.

ALL FORMS ARE TO BE RETURNED TO:

Mrs Hemlata Morar

Assistant Project Manager, HIVAN

Tel: 27 31 268 5811

Fax: 27 31 209 8883

Email: hemlatam@hivan.org.za 
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Centre for HIV/AIDS Networking

Postal Address: PO Box 37587, Overport, 4067
Telephone: +27 (0)31 268 5813           Facsimile: +27 (0)31 209 8883             Email: tamarync@hivan.org.za             Website: www.hivan.org.za       
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